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Every office was sold to the highest bidder, every form of
oppression was practised, in order to procure money for the
wild extravagances of the palace; till at length some of the
more honest and thoughtful among the people, seeing that
this could have no other issue than national ruin, determined
to stop it in the most effectual of all manners, and so brought
about a revolution with the result already mentioned, and
seated Ibrahim's son, Muhammed, then a child of seven, on
the throne of cOsman.

Nefcf of Erzerum, as the author who now claims our
attention is generally called, is, by the unanimous verdict
of the modern Ottoman critics, one of the crowning glories
of the earlier Turkish literature, and the second, in point
of time, of those four great poets who by virtue of race
and commanding genius stand forth as leaders and captains
from the serried ranks of the Old School writers. As in the
case of his great predecessor Fuzuli, we have but few parti-
culars concerning NefTs career, and these few relate chiefly
to his tragic fate. cOmer (such was the poet's personal name)
was born at Hasan Qalca, a little town in the neighbourhood
of Erzerum. Some time during the reign of Ahmed I he
made his way to Constantinople, where he adopted the
profession of an accountant. Nefcf dedicated some brilliant
qasfdas to Sultan Ahmed, as also to his son the luckless
cOsman II; but he does not appear to have made much way
with the Imperial patrons before the accession of Murad IV,
whose special favour he succeeded in acquiring, and whom
he eulogised in a series of magnificent poems which have
proved the despair of all subsequent Ottoman qasida-writers.

Unhappily for himself, Nefcf's genius for panegyric was
equalled by his gift of satire; he is the greatest satirist, as
he is the greatest panegyrist, in Turkish literature. This
dangerous gift naturally enough got the poet into trouble.